
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
POLLutiON REPORT 

I. HEADING 

Date: July 17, 2003 

Subject: 

and 

From: Fred Micke, OSC, Region 5 

To: R. Worley, USEPA, OSWER, Washington, D.C. 
M. Guerriero, USEP A, ERB, Chicago, IT.., 
L. Nachowicz, USEP A, ERB, Chicago, IT.., 
M. Chabria , USEP A, ORC, Chicago, IT.., 
C. Ropski, USEPA, ERB, Chicago, ll.. . 
J. Maritote, USEP A, ERB, Chicago, ll.. 
M. Joyce, USEP A, OP A, Chicago, ll.. 
A. Marouf, USEP A, RRB#2, Chicago; IT.., 
J. Clark, IEP A, Des Plaines, n.. 

C. Miller, Attorney 

POLREP # 2 (Final) 

II. BACKGROUND 

Start Date: March 6, 2003 
Site ID# B56F 
Completion Date: July 16, 2003 

III. SITE INFORMATION 

Worley.Ray@epa.gov 
Guerriero.Margaret@epa.gov 
N achowicz.Linda@epa.gov 
Chabria.Monesh@epa.gov 
Ropski.Carol@epa.gov 
Maritote.John@epa.gov 
Joyce.Mike@epa.gov 
Marouf.Afif@epa.gov 
Jimclark@epa.state.il.us 
Clm@tgtgr.com 

A. Incident Category--CERCLA Time Critical Removal Action 

Mercury contamination was found in a condominium unit in Des Plaines, ll... The removal action 
entailed the removal of mercury and mercury contaminated materials from the condominium unit. 
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In addition, mercury contamination was found in a house in Harvard, IL. The cleanup of the 
house in Harvard was completed on July 16, 2003. 

B. Site Description and Background 

Condominium Unit -ocated in Des Plaines, IL was sold in January 2003. 
During the move into the Unit, the new owner mercury in the kitchen stove. The Unit was 
surveyed for mercury contamination on March 6, 2003. The survey performed by OSC Fred 
Micke with the assistance of Civil Investigator Joe Kawecki indicated that the Unit had mercury 
contamination was high as 15,000 nanogramslcubic meter. Mercury levels in a residence should 
be 1000 nanograms/cubic meter or less. 

This Agency sent a notice letter to the prior owner (now located in Harvard, IL) of the Unit on 
March 11, 2003. The letter informed the prior owner of the mercury contamination, his potential 
liability, and the need for corrective action. The letter als r owner the opportunity to 
perform the corrective action work. The prior owner, Mr agreed to perform the 
work. 

Mr-contractor started cleanup actions at the Unit on April 14. A mercury survey of the 
Unit by OSCs Craig Thomas and Fred Micke on April 16 indicated that the Unit was still 
contaminated with mercury. The contractor returned to the Unit on May 12 and completed the 
removal activities on May 16. The Unit was surveyed by OSC Fred Micke on May 20. The 
survey indicated that the mercury levels in the Unit were less than 1 000 nanograms/cubic meter 
throughout the Unit and, therefore, no further removal actions were warranted. The Unit will 
need renovation work in order to be livable. The renovation work is ongoing. 

The house in Harvard, IL owned by Mr-was surveyed on April25 by OSC Fred Micke. 
The house was found to be contami.mercury. The removal of mercury contamination 
from the house was initiated by Mr ntractor on May 27, 2003. The house was 
surveyed during the removal action y Fred Micke on May 29, June 23, June 26, and July 
16. The contractor returned to the house after the surveys of May 29, June 23, and June 26 to 
continue cleaning areas of the house that remained contaminated. The surveys, when taken in 
total, indicate that the mercury levels in the entire house are less than 1000 nanograms/cubic 
meter and, therefore, no further actions are needed. This removal action is, therefore, complete. 

V. COST INFORMATION 

Other than USEP A personnel costs, all other costs are borne by the responsible party (Mr
and are unknown. 
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VI. DISPOSITION OF WASTE 

All materials removed from the Unit were stored in a roll-off box. The roll-off box was disposed 
of on May 23, 2003. 

All materials removed from house in Harvard were properly disposed of on or before June 26, 
2003. 

VII. OTHER INFORMATION· 

None 


